SBA NEWSFLASH  Thursday 4 May 2006

 
Dear Members:

 
There were two important meetings last night of which you should be aware:

 
SBA Working Groups

Amongst items covered were the following:
Communications Working Group:
* Welcome Pack – awaiting covers and distribution – ACTION: Quentin Thomas.
* Stow Town Council Town Meeting – all Members alerted by email and invited to attend with questions for County, District and Town councillors.
Membership Working Group:
Need to reconcile various lists and press ahead with  signing up additional members. Without more members we lack the funds to take actions on behalf of Members. Martin Elliott’s reported offer to seek to sign up new business contacts at final contract stage was welcomed.
Finance Working Group:
We regret the report the resignation (due to ill-health) of Karen Edginton. Letter sent with thanks and best wishes. Search already under way to find her replacement. ACTION: Mark Luscombe
Business Support:
Nothing significant to report.
Marketing and Advertising:
Need for action to combat illegal and unsightly fly-posting and other crudely improvised signs which disfigure the town. 
Publicity, PR and Social Events:
Need for action on summer social event. ACTION: Sarah Osbourne.
Information Technology:
Website winning widespread acclaim. But why are some Members still not linked up? Do all Members read their emails? Is there need for training in how to get the best from the Internet? Mark Cassie willing to offer one-to-one help.
Other items:
· Decriminalisation and Parking in Stow – crucial issues for Stow business - present state of play – where is the locus of decision-making? – need for Stow Town Council update and SBA policy development on parking. ACTION: Quentin Thomas. 
· May Horse Fair – update expected at tonight’s Town Meeting 

· Need to build more collaborative relations with Stow Town Council and start thinking NOW about elections to Stow Town Council in May 2007. Do we have one or more Members who might be interested in standing for election? Please contact any SBA Officer.
The meeting closed early to allow those present to attend the Stow Town Meeting – see Notes which follow.
 
 
NOTES for SBA Members on Stow Town Meeting
Stow Primary School, 7pm Wednesday 3 May 2006
 
Cllr Alan Rose (Chairman) welcomed members of the public. He explained the meeting was intended to allow Chairs of Council Committees to report on their responsibilities and to field questions from anyone on any matter relevant to those responsibilities. He began by inviting County Cllr Barry Dare and District Cllr Merryl Phillips in turn to address the meeting.
 
Barry Dare reported on actions taken in fulfilment of earlier commitments.
He claimed that Glos. County Council had taken action to keep down Council Tax; to improve local school funding and keep rural schools open; to support older members of the community; to increase the effectiveness of local policing; and to improve the condition of public highways. He answered questions on the May Horse Fair, the condition of Maugesbury Lane, and emergency fire and rescue access to the Horse Fair site. Cllr Dare said that he and his colleagues on County Council were there to serve the people of Glos. If Stow people would say what they wanted, he would consider what could be done to meet their wishes.
 
Merryl Phillips presented her report and answered questions on portfolio holders under the new cabinet government at CDC; on affordable local housing policy; and on parking. Questioned closely on CDC policy decisions on parking policy for Stow, she said that CDC had commissioned and was awaiting a consultants’ report before taking any decisions and promised that the people of Stow would be consulted before irrevocable decisions were taken.   
 
Head Teacher Rebecca Scutt gave a detailed report on the past year’s work at Stow Primary School and thanked all who continued to support the school.
 
STC Committee Chairs reported in turn on the past year and answered questions. There were lively questions on planning rules and the proposed extension of the Newlands site; on illegal and unsightly fly-posting which might be subject to an ASBO; on traffic circulation; on the recent parking survey and report; on the use of Back Walls as a ‘rat run’; on parks and cemetaries; on STC budget and on other matters.
 
Comment: 
So far as SBA is concerned, the clear and explicit message put across by Cllr Alan Rose and Committee Chairs was that it was for the people of Stow  to say what they wanted for the town - and for Council to then see how far those wishes could be delivered. “We need more constructive feedback from you” said Cllr Rose. So, it’s down to us! Who speaks for the residents and business community of Stow? Alas there were only three SBA Members present at last night’s meeting. Please come to our plenary meeting on WEDNESDAY  5 June at 6.30pm and give your own response to Cllr Rose’s invitation.   
