SBA NEWSFLASH 9am Wednesday 2 August 2006

EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS
Last night's monthly meeting focussed on plans for a series of events, designed to put SBA more firmly on the map and to bring in more funds. Without those funds, we cannot carry out any imaginative ideas to boost the reputation of Stow as a good place to live, work and visit.
 
Mark Vance, who chaired the meeting, expanded his thinking on Stow's future, as set out in his article in the August issue of Stow Times, on how the SBA might best contribute to the future prosperity of Stow as a flourishing trading community. He advocated a step-by-step approach, learning as we go from our own experience and from that of other market towns, and reviewing policy as we progress. Our first priorities must be to decide two issues: 1. Where are we going? 2. How do we get there? The new SBA Website was a big win but we now need to move forward from there. Our next meeting on Tuesday 5 September will concentrate on those two questions.
 
In the course of a long and detailed discussion, the following events in sequence are being planned:
 
1. A SUMMER PARTY for SBA Members, other traders and local residents, will be held (with permission) on Stocks Green from 4pm - 7pm on Friday 1st September. Various members present undertook to follow up with local suppliers of food and wine, decorations, tables, publicity etc.
There will be a follow-up meeting at 5.30pm next Tuesday 8th August at Tudor House Furnishings to report back on progress.
 
2. A BONFIRE NIGHT PARTY, possibly on King George’s Field, provided we can obtain the necessary permission and have the co-operation of Stow Primary School and other local authorities (eg Fire Brigade).
 
3. A TWO-DAY CHRISTMAS EVENT, with local Farmer’s Market, children’s grotto, music, lights, stalls, food and drink, mulled wine, late night shop opening etc etc. Various members present agreed to make relevant contacts and to undertake the associated tasks. Lessons learned will be useful and carried forward to other more expansive events.
 
4. A BIG EVENT IN JULY 2007, which required long-term planning and a representative Working Group to develop a feasibility study. Various ideas were canvassed and considered but it was much too early to reach conclusions. Further details will be revealed as planning proceeds.
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: Other items of business were deferred for later discussion.
BUT we are still without a Treasurer! Is there somebody out there who will take on this vital voluntary task? The duties are not onerous. Please, please come forward and offer your help, if only for one year.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 5.30pm on Tuesday 5 September at Tudor House Furnishings to discuss: MARKETING STOW. Please note your diary now.
 
 
 

