Notes from the SBA Meeting of 5th February 2007 
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at The Old Stocks Hotel 

Present:- 

Jason Allen (Old Stocks); Simon Clarke (Christopher Clarke Antiques); Jenni Turner (Stow Times); Mark Cassie (Southhill B&B); Valda Hicks (Scotts of Stow); 

Mark Vance (Grapevine Hotel); Chris Turner (MMW Ltd).

Thank you Jason for your hospitality & coffee.
Decisions & payments:-
In light of low attendances and the ongoing need to be able to make decisions, agree and payments, etc. those present decided that a quorum of 6 would be required/ adequate for a meeting to be able to achieve the above – ideally this would include 2 bank signatories. 

If anyone feels that this is not acceptable practice, please circulate your comments & opinions via eMail. The issue can be discussed by eMail with proposals & decisions made at the next meeting on Monday 5th March, at The Old Stocks Hotel. 

Finance:-

THIS IS AN URGENT ITEM
The Bank Mandate needs to be bought up to date. Bank documents, etc. need to be collected from Mark Luscombe (Harrison & Hardie, now based in MIM).
Current signatories are ML, MV, JT and Sander Meredeen (The Silverworks)- we now need to remove ML and decided to add further signatories, with any 2 signatures required on a cheque. 
Ideally these would be people who are regularly available in town and the following were put forward:- VH, Quentin Thomas (Tudor House Furniture), SC & JA. 
Book-keeping:-
THIS IS AN URGENT ITEM
Mark Godfrey, an accountant at Williams Hinton, was approached to take on the SBA accounts and membership database. His initial estimated charge of +/- £100 has since been increased to £200.

QT has suggested that his book-keeper may be able to assist at a ‘more economical’ rate.
Medieval Celebration  August 2007 in Town Square
JA represents SBA at these committee meetings.

At present Heritage Fairs, the presenters, are being underwritten by Stow Town Council. The Committee is submitting an application for a grant which will cover the costs expected to hold the event in The Square. 
SBA has proposed a commercial event to coincide with the main event, essentially to bring more money into the town - JA is talking to businesses about pledges/ donations to the event –£2500 pledged so far. 

Cotswold Food Fair:-
This will be SBA’s ‘social’ event in the town, scheduled for the summer.

It will feature local providers & producers, and is expected to include

Hotels, restaurants, pubs, farmers etc..

Stow in Bloom:-

CT has surveyed the town and hopes to involve every business and home (in the main areas of Stow) in making Stow look stunning this summer. He is in discussion with Pebbley Hill Nurseries (Icomb) about providing brackets and planted hanging baskets for every business & home( where homeowners are amenable) at a discounted price to include daily watering; also Stow’s main 38 lamp-posts. 

Some funding for this will come from STC – no grant funding is available. 
(STC is working with help from the Stow & District Civic Society.)

It is hoped that prizes of gardening vouchers for £100/ 50 & 25 will be on offer for each category (commercial & residential.   

Main timings etc are:-


End April – to arrange baskets & spruce-up other areas in the town

Mid May – baskets will go out


June – judging for the national Britain in Bloom competition

A.O.B
Scotts of Stow – 

a) Traditional Garden Shop – new brochure coming out soon. VH will add a 

small piece about Stow in Bloom.

b) Cotswold Passport – an information & discount brochure produced by 


Scotts and open to all businesses in Stow, offering shoppers discounts. 

Membership –

New & ongoing members are vital to SBA and the health of the town.

NB – every business can use the website (www.stowonthewold.info) and update it to show latest news, events and info 
Battle of the Bands – Stow Times is planning a Battle of the Bands for young people. Probably Sat 7th July at SRFC, who we hope will host a Beer Festival to compliment the event. With 3 age groups (12-16, 16-19, 20-25), we are planning 3 stages, 5 judges, with real prizes including a recording session, club appearances, radio time, synthesizers and equipment. 
If you can help, or signpost for us, judges, prizes, experience etc, for either event please contact Jenni Turner (stow-times@dial.pipex.com – 01451,870778)
NEXT MEETING – Monday 5th March (the first Monday)
At The Old Stocks Hotel 

6pm to 7.30pm.
NB. Stats for hits on the SBA website are available from Mark Cassie & Jenni Turner.  
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