SBA NEWSFLASH: 8AM SATURDAY 7 JULY 2007

 

STOW POLICE CHIEF ADDRESSES SBA JULY MEETING

1. STOW HORSE FAIR

At last night’s monthly meeting, the SBA warmly welcomed Chief Inspector Alastair Stennar who presented his own perspective on the policing of May Horse Fair and answered Members’ questions.


There had been 6 reported thefts, 2 assaults, and 2 cases of criminal damage. Given the record number of travellers, with 384 reported vans, he considered the number of incidents to be within ‘acceptable limits’. The decision to keep travellers off the field until the Monday had worked well, as had the bunding on Maugersbury Lane. On the Fair Day there had been ‘reported tension’ between different groups on the field. Feedback on the whole event had been mixed. The ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) had resulted in the detection of several motoring and other criminal offences. There had been some criticism of police response to incidents with ‘a couple of incidents’ where he acknowledged the police ‘could have handled matters better.’ But it was often difficult to respond to some incidents (eg shop-lifting) after the event. Of some 60 business premises consulted by the police, 24 had given negative reports and 35 had said they had encountered ‘no problems.’ [NB He did not say how many businesses in addition were closed for the duration!] There had been some complaints about traffic management but this had ‘generally worked well’.


As to the future, CI Stennar said (1) there was a real sense of fear of crime amongst the Stow community – which was as bad as the crime itself; (2) there was a reported sense of injustice. He wanted the police and the community to work together to combat that sense of injustice. He had reviewed the detailed Operational Orders for the Fair which made clear that ‘The Police will address all law and order issues.’ It was too soon to outline likely future police action since the Gold Group at County level had yet to conduct its review. But he gave an assurance that ‘We will police whatever Operational Orders we are given.’ It was for others to deal with questions of location and injunction. At the Gold Group meeting, he intended to report (a) that the field had reached capacity limits; (b) that those limits should be reviewed before issues arose; (c) that it would have proved impossible to get on or off the field in the event of an emergency; and (d) that relations with the field owner (Mr Lovell) needed review. 


CI Stennar said he was always open to suggestions from individuals or the SBA on what further steps were considered necessary. But he wanted to see a partnership which maintained a sense of ‘balance and perspective.’


Opening the discussion (during which CI Stennar had had to leave), Chairman Mark Vance said he agreed with those last comments; but there had been numerous serious incidents and the SBA wanted the opportunity to make its own input into the future policing of the Fair. He considered excessive numbers to be at the heart of the problem. Businesses did not always phone the police immediately because they had experienced a lack of police response to earlier reported incidents. Sander Meredeen said the ‘sense of fear of crime’ was not imaginary but real. Businesses closed during Fair Week because they were not prepared to risk intimidation and antisocial behaviour. Some Members had urged a two week rate strike as a protest. The SBA could not support such unlawful action but it understood Members’ sense of outrage. Sue Adams asked whether police numbers had been increased in proportion to the number of travellers attending. CI Stennar said it was very difficult to make estimates in advance; the police had to make judgements day by day. Cllr Robin Jones, Deputy Mayor, asked if police knew where travellers came from. He was told that no factual information was available but that many had come from well outside the local area. Cllr Jenni Turner said police needed to control the event ahead of time, not after incidents had taken place. Cllr James Wiseman said if reported incidents had been committed by anyone other than travellers, they would have been much more severely dealt with. Chris Turner said, in light of May’s events, he opposed holding a Fun Fair lasting five days.


Before leaving the meeting, CI Stennar said there was a ‘running agenda’ on Stow Horse Fair. He welcomed the co-operation of the public and the SBA and stood ready to attend further such meetings. He was thanked for his attendance and for his clear report of the police perspective on May’s Fair. 
2. CHARTER ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS: SATURDAY 18 AUGUST 2007

Cllr Robin Jones reported briefly on latest developments. He urged all businesses wishing to book space in the printed programme to contact the event’s Treasurer.

3. LOCAL FOOD PROVIDERS

Mark Vance reported that work was continuing to help identify as many local providers as possible. He welcomed further suggested contacts.

4. STOW TOWN COUNCIL

Sander Meredeen reported that Cllr James Wiseman had submitted his report on STC’s current handling of its electronic communications. Sander’s new Draft STC Communications Policy had been submitted at the same time. Both reports were due for consideration at STC’s July meeting. SBA had welcome the Mayor’s invitation for SBA-STC informal meetings to identify and work together on matters of mutual interest. The first such meeting had yet to take place. At its June meeting, STC’s consideration of a first request to hold a Saturday flower stall on The Square had produced lively debate and divided opinion. 

5. PLANNING

Sue Adams said there was an unconfirmed report that Costa Coffee were seeking permission to open a franchise operation in Stow. It was agreed that SBA needed to establish the facts before passing judgement on the matter.

6. ALTERNATIVE PARKING STRATEGY 

Cllr Jenni Turner said that proposals by the North Cotswold Town Group had been presented in timely fashion to CDC whose decision was awaited.

7. AOB:

 Not much!      
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

To be announced.

